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RESOLUTION NO.8 

WHEREAS, Every person in the United 
States of America deserves access to affordable, 
quality health care; and 

WHEREAS, The health care crisis in the 
United States of America has escalated to the 
point of approximately 45 million Americans 
without any health insurance of any kind; and 

WHEREAS, Rising health care costs, 
increased premiums, out of pocket expenses and 
the current economic climate all have a major 
impact on union contract negotiations; and 

WHEREAS, According to a recent study by 
Harvard University, 50% of all bankruptcy 
filings were partly the result of overwhelming 
medical expenses; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 676, a United States 
Congressional bill written by Congressman John 
Conyers (Dem.-MI.) calls for a single payer 
health care system, which would cover every 
person in the United States of America for 
medical care including prescription drugs, 
hospital, surgical, outpatient services, primary 
and preventive care, emergency services, dental, 
mental health, home health care, physical 
therapy, rehabilitation, vision care, chiropractic 
and long term care; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 676 would save billions of 
dollars annually by eliminating the admin­
istrative burdens, overhead and profits of the 
private health insurance industry and apply 
those savings to improved and expanded 
coverage for all; and 

WHEREAS, H.R. 676 has been endorsed by 
39 State AFL-CIOs, over 500 Union 
organizations in 49 states including 125 Central 
Labor Councils and Area Labor Federations; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates convened at the 
65th Quadrennial IATSE Convention in 2005 
unanimously approved a resolution in regard to 
universal health care; and 

WHEREAS, Local One (New York), Local 2 
(Chicago), Local 3 (Pittsburgh), Local 5 
(Cincinnati), Local 6 (St. Louis), Local 7 
(Denver), Local 8 (Philadelphia), Local 11 
(Boston), Local 15 (Seattle), Local 16 (San 
Francisco), Local 18 (Milwaukee/Waukesha), 
Local 28 (Portland), Local 33 (Los Angeles), Local 

38 (Detroit), Local 46 (Nashville), Local 50 
(Sacramento), Local 122 (San Diego), Local 127 
(Dallas), Local 205 (Austin), Local 284 
(Wilmington), Local 320 (Savannah), Local 336 
(Phoenix), Local 417 (Durham/Chapel 
HillJRaleigh), Local 751 (New York), Local 764 
(New York), USA 829, Local 798 (New York), 
ATPAM 18032 (New York), and District 10 (New 
York, New Jersey) have all endorsed H.R. 676. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the 
delegates convened at the 66th Quadrennial 
IATSE Convention endorse United States 
Congressional bill H.R. 676; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the 
International President support the endorsement 
of H.R. 676 at the national AFL-CIO September 
Convention in Pittsburgh; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the 
IATSE and all affiliates actively lobby the White 
House and Congress for the passage of single 
payer health care to meet the needs of our 
members, our families, and all America. 
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Americans. The bill also restores free choice of physicians to patients and provides 
comprehensive prescription drug coverage to seniors, as well as to younger people; and 

WHEREAS, the delegates assembled at the 66 th Quadrennial Convention of the 
I.A.T.S.E. unanimously adopted a resolution to endorse HR 676, and a single payer 
program as provided by HR 676 is the only affordable option for universal, 
comprehensive coverage. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

That the I.A.T.S.E. wholeheartedly endorses Bill HR 676, "Expanded and Improved 
Medicare for All," a single payer health care program; and 

That the I.A.T.S.E. will send a copy of this resolution to Congressman Conyers, to all 
members of the U.S. House and Senate, to the AFL-CIO Executive Council, and to the 
news media; and 

That the I.A.T.S.E. w1ll take other actions to mobilize our members and our community 
at the grassroots to encourage other members of the House to sign on as co-sponsors of 
HR 676 and to encourage Senators to introduce a companion bill in the Senate. 

Respectfully submitted to: Richard L Trumka 

Secretary-Treasurer. AFL-CIO 

815 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

BY:~,~-

Matthew D. Loeb 

International President, IATSE 

Dated: August 11, 2009 


